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Old woman Wdn was standing beside Lady Lin. Hsi-mSn
said to her: "Madam W£n, please give me a cup that I
may offer her Ladyship some wine." He called Tai An, who
brought a dress of very fashionable style, embroidered with
gold. This was put on a tray, and offered to Lady Lin* The
dress was so bright that it was dazzling to the eyes. Lady Lin
was delighted. Old woman WSn brought gold and silver cups.
Wang III was going to send for the boys to sing, but Lady
Lin said it would be better if they played outside. When
Hsi-m8n had offered wine to her, she offered it to him in
return. Then Wang III offered wine to him. Hsi-mfen would
have made a reverence to the young man in return, but Lady
Lin said:
"My lord, you must stand and allow him to pay you the
respect thafeis your due."
"I dare not," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said, "the Rites do not
allow it."
"My lord," Lady Lin said, "surely you are wrong. Your
rank is now such that you might be his father. My son., in
his earlier youth, was very poorly educated. He never associ-
ated with gentlemen. If you are well disposed to him, you
may, perhaps, be willing to teach him something of the ways
of the world. I would even venture to suggest that you might
take him under your guardianship and treat him as your son.
If he gets into trouble, correct him. I will not stand in your
way."
"Lady," Hsi-mfen Ch'ing said, "you speak wisely, but your
son is really both intelligent and amiable. He is still young
and only on the threshold of life. As he acquires more experi-
ence, he will amend his ways. You must not worry about
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing was persuaded to take the place of honour.
Wang III offered him three cups of wine and made reverence
to him four times. Then Hsi-m£n Ch'ing made a reverence
to Lady Lin, and she, smilingly, returned it. After this, when-
ever Wang III was in the presence of Hsi-mSn Ch'ing, he
called him 'Father'.
After this simple ceremony, Lady Lin bade her son take
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing to the outer court to take off his ceremonial
clothes. Tai An brought a hat and he changed. The two men

